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made arrangements to meet in Paris Paul de Saint-
Victor, Th6ophile Gautier, "and perhaps Gustave
Flaubert/' "Tu conviendras que cela veut bien la
peine de s'arreter ?" he writes at the close of July.
But of all this glittering anticipation, nothing, I
think, was realisecl. There was never a meeting with
Gautier and Flaubert, and none with Hugo till
it was too late for happiness. Why did the bright
scheme fall through ? I do not know; but when
Sir Richard Burton went eastward to Damascus,
it seems certain that Swinburne came dully back
to Etretat, and he was in London in October.
He possessed that winter an unpublished poem,
" Les Enfants Pauvres," which Hugo had given him.

He wrote little during these summer holidays on
the Norman coast. But it may be of interest to
record that the magnificent " Epilogue" to "Songs
before Sunrise/' with its description of swimming
at dawn, was composed at Etretat. The marvellous
stanzas recording the sensations of the swimmer
are a direct transcript of the ecstatic adventures in
early morning hours from the plage outside the
Porte d'Amont, or off the moorings of some
indulgent and astonished fisherman. The poet's
audacity in the waves was even sometimes alarming,
as it had been twelve years before, when, as Miss
Isabel Swinburne tells me, he insisted, in spite of the
warning of the natives, upon plunging into the cold
and dangerous waters of the Lac de Gaube, in the
Pyrenees.

There remains only to add that the episode which